The Crucible Final MODEL 1
· Thesis Statement (include author and title, and theme statement):

In The Crucible by Arthur Miller, those who suffer with guilt seek atonement.
· Topic Sentence: (preview the main idea, relate to the thesis, and transition where necessary) 

One character who seeks redemption for his wrongdoings is Reverend Hale.

· Context for Textual Evidence 1 (What is going on in the play as your textual evidence appears?  Who is in the scene?  What are they saying to each other?  Or, what is being explained?) 
In Act III Hale begins to speak on John and Elizabeth’s behalf in court after Elizabeth denies the charge that her husband cheated.
· Textual Evidence 1 (Remember that this can be dialogue, stage directions, or  commentary and it should be highlighting the theme.  Also, provide a citation.):

“Excellency, it is a natural lie to tell; I beg you, stop now before another is condemned!” (Miller 114).

· Analysis for Textual Evidence 1 (Explain in your own words, in about 
   3-5 sentences, how your textual evidence supports the thesis/how the 
   evidence helps to prove the thesis):

Earlier in Act II, Hale was called a “Pontius Pilate” for trying to wash his hands of any responsibility in the witchcraft madness.  He wanted to leave things to the court.  However, he later begins to feel guilty that he has stood by and allowed so many innocent people to be sentenced to death.  To try to ease his own conscience and make up for his passivity before, he speaks up in court.  By trying to justify Elizabeth’s lie that her husband was faithful, he is trying to help John.  He wants the court to see that any wife would lie for her husband, but that John is still truthful in saying that Abby has acted out of vengeance.  If he can open the court’s eyes to justice, Hale can feel that he has made up for his earlier silence.

